


 

 
Acknowledgment  
of Country 
We would like to acknowledge the traditional owners of the 
land on which our school stands, the Jinibara People, who 
lived and learned here long before us, and also acknowledge 
the important role Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people 
continue to play within our community.  

  



Principal’s welcome 
  

Starting school for the first time is an important event in the lives of 
children and their families. While some things will stay the same, like 
family and community connections and activities, other things will 
change, like new daily routines, roles, friends, feelings and places. 

At this time, children’s views and ideas offer important perspectives 
that can help families take positive approaches to the changes that 
come with starting school. A child’s view brings insight into things that 
adults may not otherwise consider. For our school community, 
children’s voices provide valuable feedback about what we can do to 
support children and families at this time. 

The Wondering about school: Children’s investigations booklet is a 
welcome gift from our school community to you at this special time. 

It captures, in their own voices, the thoughts, feelings and 
experiences of children as they started at our school. The pictures 
and words in this booklet are the important messages current Prep 
children wanted other children to hear before starting school, to help 
them feel relaxed, safe and confident about their first weeks and 
months at school. 

When you read this book together, we hope that their voices start 
conversations between you and your child to help you all make a 
positive start. We also hope that this booklet signals to you that we 
are excitedly preparing for your child’s successful transition to our 
school community. 

We look forward to welcoming you again at in January to continue 
your learning journey with us. 

David Prete 

Acting Principal 

Mount Samson State School 

  



  



Tips for families 
Here are some tips from families in our school community to new 
Prep families about what worked for them to support a positive start 
to school. 

“Start using a lunch box with your child before school starts. See what 
products they can open without help and show them how to open and 
close containers. Also check that they can zip and unzip a full lunch 
box. “ 
(Jade) 

Make sure your child can recognise their own belongings. Write their 
names where it can be easily seen. Check that they can identify their 
name on their belongings. This will help encourage independence.” 
(Anne)  

“Don’t pack too much in their lunch boxes. They will not go hungry at 
school and choosing what to eat can sometimes take too long to 
decide.” 
(Jackie) 

“I didn’t realise how much I did for my child before they came to 
school. Things like blowing their nose and doing up their shoes are 
important for them to learn to do on their own. Help them to be more 
independent.” 
(Tracey) 

“Reassure your child that school will be new and fun and different. 
Talk to them about other times in their life when they felt the same 
way. Let them know that they will not feel unsure for long. Soon it will 
be fun and familiar.” 
(Nicole) 

 

  



What do I do if I get hurt at school? 

 



What if I forgot my lunch? 

 

  



Where do you play at school? 
 
  



 
Do you have a sleep at school? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Do I have to wear a uniform at school? 

 

 

 

 

 

 
  



Who can help me at school? 
 
  



Where do we eat our lunch? 
 
  



  



Our thanks 
Thank you to all the Prep children at  

Mount Samson State School  

for their hard work writing, illustrating and publishing 
this booklet. 

We would also like to acknowledge  

Cross Country Kids 

for their contributions to this project. 
  



 


