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About First 5 Forever
In the first five years, little moments make a big difference. Children learn best from those closest 
to them – and by talking, reading, singing and playing together every day, families support their 
child’s brain development and help them build a lifelong love of learning and discovery.

First 5 Forever is an early literacy program supporting families to make the most of this time. 
The program offers free sessions for children 0–5 and their families throughout Queensland’s 
public library and Indigenous Knowledge Centre network, and provides fun, informative and  
hands-on tips and advice online. 

First 5 Forever is an initiative of the Queensland Government, coordinated by State Library of 
Queensland and delivered in partnership with local government. 
Each year, public libraries and Indigenous Knowledge Centres across Queensland welcome 
thousands of families to First 5 Forever activities.

To find out more about First 5 Forever, visit slq.qld.gov.au/first5forever

About this series
State Library of Queensland has published 12 children’s picture books for Queensland’s 
littlest readers as part of First 5 Forever. The books promote strong early literacy foundations 
through a range of subjects and styles: the amusing antics of Queensland’s faunal emblem, 
the koala; educational aids such as counting and alphabet books; stories of belonging; 
journeys of discovery; true-life tales; and much more.

Produced exclusively for State Library of Queensland and First 5 Forever, this series reflects 
the diversity of Queensland, celebrates the uniqueness of our state, and aims to inspire a love 
of reading and discovery in a new generation of little Queenslanders. The books also showcase 
writers and artists with a Queensland connection who are based throughout the state. They 
feature emerging and established talent, as well as First Nations writers and artists whose 
books were developed with State Library of Queensland’s black&write! editorial team.
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Connect with public libraries
Libraries are an ideal place for families to access early literacy support which is why the First 
5 Forever program is delivered through public libraries and Indigenous Knowledge Centres 
throughout Queensland.

Libraries are available to families and children from birth, providing year-round, free access 
to books, resources and programs that support literacy and language development. Most 
importantly, public library staff are available to provide support for families in the important 
journey of early literacy. As members of communities they work in, library staff are ideally 
placed to provide friendly guidance, reassurance, recommendations, and connections to locally 
available programs, resources and services in Queensland communities.

Libraries deliver First 5 Forever through incorporating language rich interactive family engagement 
into a variety of programs for young children. These programs can be delivered inside the 
library, at family-friendly locations around the community, or at local events and celebrations.

Queensland libraries are trusted safe community spaces that anyone can access, either to 
connect with others in a First 5 Forever session, or to access resources and talk, read, sing, and 
play in their own time. No matter how big or small, libraries create a welcoming and inclusive 
environment for children and importantly for their families as well. Public libraries are also 
places where children and families can follow their own interests and this is a valuable way for 
lifelong learning to embed into young brains as they develop.

With over 320 public libraries and Indigenous Knowledge Centres throughout Queensland, the 
public libraries network is perfectly positioned to work in collaboration with partners within 
communities to support long-term positive change in early literacy development. To find your 
local library or Indigenous Knowledge Centre visit plconnect.slq.qld.gov.au/directory. 

Linking stories with learning outcomes
In your planning, consider the links that are available to align your activation activities with 
outcomes recommended by the Early Years Learning Framework for Australia Belonging 
Being and Becoming and learning and development areas recommended by the Queensland 
kindergarten learning guideline.

Recommendations for how each book can support these outcomes are provided for you with 
each set of ideas.

Enrol in kindergarten
Education starts at home and parents and families are their children’s first teachers.

Children’s brains develop rapidly in the early years, and there are opportunities to learn 
something new in a variety of ways.

Introducing children to books at an early age can help give them the pre-literacy skills they 
need to stimulate their imagination and mental development, and put them on the path to 
lifelong learning.

Investing in early childhood education is also one of the best investments we can make.

That’s why attending a kindergarten program, provided by qualified teachers in rural and 
remote state schools, kindergarten services and through long day care services, is so  
beneficial for enriching the minds of young children.

Providing all children with the chance to access a quality early childhood education will help 
ensure that all Queensland children can get the great start to learning that they deserve, 
regardless of where they live or the economic circumstances of their families.

Find out more about kindergarten and early childhood programs at  
www.earlychildhood.qld.gov.au
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Stories for Little Queenslanders
This booklet is designed to provide you with ideas to integrate the First 5 Forever: Stories 
for Little Queenslanders books into your programming for children, featuring ideas you can 
adapt to suit your delivery and audiences and suggested activities for families to do at home.

There are ideas for each book in the series to encourage little Queenslanders to talk, read, 
sing and play every day.

Early literacy is supported through opportunities 
for using language. This kit provides you with 
ideas and support for introducing and sharing 
new words with small children. Don’t be afraid 
of using big or complex words if they can be 
explained or demonstrated in an accessible 
way for children. 

These books can be shared over and over 
again in many ways. While you are planning 
how to share these stories, decide what aspects 
you can focus on. For example, you can use 
the cover to discuss what the book might be 
about or you can find opportunities within 
the pages to explain new words.

Songs and rhymes add opportunities for 
children to hear language broken down 
into syllables and to experience grownups 
enjoying words and actions and are ideal 
to include in any early literacy session. 
Remember, you can play with any song to 
match the books but there is no rule about 
songs or rhymes having to match the theme.

Play creates the perfect opportunity to 
practice the new words you are introducing. 
Repetition of new words through language 
rich play supports children’s early literacy 
development through conversations with 
you, caregivers or each other. Opportunities 
for language rich play include dressing up, 
using toys, instruments or craft materials.

Talk ideas

Sing ideas

Read ideas

Play ideas

In your planning, consider opportunities to link new play ideas to your existing toys, books or 
household items that can also be accessed at home. 
More ideas can be found via tip sheets about play based resources and book themes available 
at plconnect.slq.qld.gov.au/programs-grants/first-5-forever
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Talk ideas

Sun up. Rain down. Wake up. Jump down. 
A farming family gets up to wet and muddy 
fun as the rain falls down. Celebrating farms, 
family and rainy-day play!

Up and Down on a Rainy Day is a catchy and 
deceptively simple story about a Queensland 
farming family that goes out to play on a 
rainy day.

With short and simple two-word ‘up’ and 
‘down’ sentences, this book encourages 
the development of literacy skills through 
repetition of the words ‘up’ and ‘down’.

The illustrations celebrate a Queensland 
cattle farm in the summer, highlighting the 
joy, fun and relief that rain can bring to 
farmers during drought.

The bright and cheerful illustrations appeal 
to rural and city families alike with energetic, 
rainy-day play.

Up and Down on a Rainy Day

 � Rain 

 � Weather

 � Water

 � Up and down

 � Opposites

Themes

• Up and down are “positional words” like on, off, behind and under. These are really 
valuable words for children to understand. When you talk about them use toys or 
props to reinforce what they mean. 

• Beef cattle and other common animals found on a Central Queensland grazing 
property are profiled in the book, including kangaroos, ducks and a treasured family 
dog. What animals can be found near you?

• Chat about what special things children need for different weather; a raincoat on a 
rainy day, hat, sunscreen in the heat. How do you dress on a hot Queensland day? 

• Discuss the weather today. Talk about different types of weather and the seasons. 
What is different about each one?

• Talk about the way you feel when it’s rainy or windy, such as chilly, damp or shivering. 

• Readers will love the use of verbs and repetition of up and down which make for fun 
actions when reading aloud at storytime. 

• Pause before some of the ups and downs when you share this story as this provides 
an opportunity for children to join in and give you the word before you say it. This 
supports learning with practice and repetition. 

Read ideas

Talk ideas

Ideal for babies 
through to age five, 
the book introduces 
the concepts of ‘up’ 
and ‘down’ through 
words, play and movement.

This book represents a Queensland 
farming family celebrating family fun in 
the rain, rainy-day play, modelled on the 
author’s lived experience. 

Written by 
KATHRYN APEL

Illustrated by 
JANET TURNER

    U
P AND DOWN

 ON A RAlNY DAY
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Sing ideas

• The waves in the sea go up and down 

• It’s raining, it’s pouring

• Up and down ideas are perfect for building. Use blocks, pillows, boxes etc to see 
how high up up up you can go sharing the word with the action and then down! 
when things topple or are pushed. 

• Up and down also works for cars on sloped tracks and anything that will roll down 
a ramp. Get creative with the toys and resources you have available.  

• Percussion instruments such as tambourines, triangles, bells and egg shakers can 
be used to make rain and storm sounds – but the best thunder sound can be made 
stamping feet on the floor. Make some noise! 

• Provide a range of outdoor finds including leaves, twigs, shells and let children 
make their own art.

• Make imprints in playdough or clay with found objects from outdoors. Talk about 
the shapes of the leaves and the patterns you make and the texture of the clay; is it 
soft, sticky, etc. 

• Record the temperatures, measure the rainfall, keep a record. 

• Have a messy play day and make some mud. Talk about the feel of the wet sand 
and mud with some creative language soft sticky gritty gooey. 

Play ideas

• Incy wincy spider 

• I hear thunder

• Wordless and limited-word picture books provide an invitation for you, or families, to 
share the story through talking about the pictures, adding personal touches and at 
home, sharing in their own language. 

• Encourage the children to join in the actions such as tails up, heads down.

• Point out all the ways that up and down have different meanings in the story such as 
tidy up, and snuggle down. 

Outcome 2 – Children are connected with 
and contribute to their world

Outcome 3 – Children have a strong sense  
of wellbeing

Outcome 4 – Children are confident and 
involved learners

Outcome 5 – Children are effective 
communicators

Connectedness – Showing respect for 
environments 

Wellbeing – Exploring ways to promote 
physical wellbeing

Active learning – Showing confidence and 
involvement in learning 

Communicating – Exploring and expanding 
language

Early Years Learning Framework  
Learning outcomes

Queensland kindergarten learning guideline 
Learning and development area
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The Great Barrier Reef is a special place, 
teeming with life. It provides animals with 
food and shelter. Count from one to ten in  
this gentle, rhyming bedtime book, while 
learning about some of the Reef’s most 
threatened creatures.

One Remarkable Reef is a counting book 
featuring animals found on the Great 
Barrier Reef, many that are rare or at risk 
of becoming endangered. Use this book in 
your storytime session to help children learn 
to count and understand more about the 
animals and environment of the Great Barrier 
Reef. The friendly faces of reef creatures 
including sea cows, turtles, whales and 
seabirds gives the story a gentle look. The 
vibrant colours mirror the colours of the coral 
reef with hot pink, blue, purples and yellow.

This book provides a perfect opportunity 
for children to learn about the wonderful 
creatures of the Great Barrier Reef and to 
develop their numeracy skills.

Kellie Byrnes Rachel Tribout

Written by Illustrated by 

 � Endangered animals

 � Counting 

 � The Great Barrier Reef 

Themes

One Remarkable Reef

Talk ideas

• If you were going to visit the Great Barrier Reef, what might you need to take  
with you? 

• The reef is the home for the animals in the book, what makes your home so  
special to you? 

• In the book, you can count animals. What other things do you like to count? 

• Look at all the bright colours of the reef. Where else might you find colours like this?
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Read ideas

Sing ideas

Play ideas

• Show children the cover of the book. What will this book be about? What clues are 
there on the cover?

• Provide some relevant non fiction books so that you can discuss the pictures after 
the story. If possible let families borrow them.

• Talk about the descriptive words like squawking seabird, breaching whales, dashing 
dolphins and the colossal clams.

• Ask children to give some other words to describe the animals in the book.

• Read the book backwards, from ten to one. Can you find all the animals?

• Point out the rhyming text helps children experience the rhythm of language.

• Here is the sea, the wavy sea 

• Once I caught a fish alive

• Use underwater toys or felt cut-outs to make a reef teeming with life.

• Create the rolling waves using blue scarves for little fish (children) to swim through.

• Fill a bowl with images or toys of the same thing like pets, or trucks, dinosaurs. Make 
one different and get children to find the odd one out.

• Play a counting game like hopscotch.

• Go on an outdoor or an indoor treasure hunt; find 5 rocks, 3 balls, 7 red leaves etc.

• Using kinetic sand or similar you can shape a coastline or build a reef.

• Build a reef together as a collage with paper and glue on butcher’s paper 

Outcome 2 – Children are connected  
with and contribute to their world

Outcome 4 – Children are confident and 
involved learners

Outcome 5 – Children are effective 
communicators

Connectedness – Showing respect  
for environments 

Active learning – Showing confidence and 
involvement in learning 

Communicating – Exploring numeracy in 
personally meaningful way

Early Years Learning Framework  
Learning outcomes

Queensland kindergarten learning guideline 
Learning and development area

• Once I saw an octopus
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Henry the Hermit crab is on a mission. He has 
found a small egg and must travel through 
the mudflats, the hot sand and the tall grass 
to find it a home. Where will it belong when  
it hatches? 

Set on a Queensland beach a young crab 
encounters a range of animals including 
terns, snakes, crabs, crocodiles and goannas 
in his search for the owner of an egg. Children 
will learn about the eggs of the different 
animals and the life cycle of a turtles.

The author of this book, Ella Kris, is a Torres 
Strait Islander woman from Thursday Island.

This book features Meriam Mir language words 
from the eastern islands of the Torres Strait.

There are words in language such as Kerkeri, 
and Kebi Baug for each animal for children  
to try.

• Show children the cover and talk about what the story might be about.

• What’s different about each creature and where they live? How do the pictures give 
an idea about the animals and their homes?

y u g ?o e gr
I t is sh

Written by 

Ella Kris
Illustrated by 

Emma Cracknell 

Is this Your Egg?

 � Belonging/family 

 � Animals that lay eggs 

 � Meriam Mir language words

Themes

Talk ideas

• Henry meets lots of animals in the book. What other animals lay eggs?

• Henry tries really hard to find the right nest for the egg he finds. What would you do 
if you found an egg?

• Find where Thursday Island is on a map and explore the Meriam Mir language – does 
anyone else have words to share from other languages?

• Talk about the different creatures you can find at the beach such as fish, crabs and 
worms. What are some good words to describe them?

• Discuss animal life cycles.

• Where are some other places baby animals live? Birds live in a nest, etc

• What are other baby animals called? What is the name for a baby swan (signet),  
cow (calf), duck (duckling), sheep (lamb)?

• Find some non-fiction illustrated books that show the variety of eggs produced by 
birds, reptiles, even fish etc. 

Read ideas
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Sing ideas

Play ideas

• Five Little Chicks

• Never smile at a crocodile

• I wish I were a teeny tiny egg

• Use egg shakers, balls or other round objects to mimic the different kinds of eggs  
in the story.

• Use fabric, shredded paper or cushions to make nests. If you have animal puppets, 
they can live in them and talk to each other.

• Set up your beach umbrella, towel and deck chairs for a fun day out at the beach in 
your backyard. Take a picnic, real or pretend.

• Provide art materials for children to make or paint their own crabs, fish, shark or  
other marine creatures.

• Create your own beach collage with coloured papers or old magazines and glue.

• Make sparkly blue ocean slime.

• Use a sandpit/tray and bury your treasure. Great sensory play!

• Create maps for Henry’s journey or just maps based on familiar locations or your  
own home.

• There are so many songs that make 
use of shaker eggs. Have a search 
and use your favourites.

• The names of the animals in the book are Miriam Mir language words. Can you say 
them out loud?

• Use different voices for different characters.

• Don’t skip over new words, like sand dunes, goannas, hatch and mudflats. Point to 
the images to help explain their meaning.

• At the end of the story ask children if they learnt any new words or the types of 
different turtle names.

Outcome 1 – Children have a strong sense  
of identity

Outcome 2 – Children are connected with 
and contribute to their world

Outcome 3 – Children have a strong sense  
of wellbeing

Outcome 5 – Children are effective 
communicators

Identity – Building a confident self-identity 

Connectedness – Showing respect for 
environments 

Wellbeing – Exploring ways to promote 
physical wellbeing

Communicating – Exploring and expanding 
language

Early Years Learning Framework  
Learning outcomes

Queensland kindergarten learning guideline 
Learning and development area



First 5 Forever | Stories for Little Queenslanders Story Time Kit10 

Benji is scared of bees. His big sister, Charlotte, wants to 
teach him all about how special bees are. Together, they 
make a plan that might just change Benji’s mind.

Small fuzzy, flying things make Benji nervous. When he 
and his sister find a small bee in their backyard, they 
work together to find all the equipment and information 
they need to build a hotel for bees. Along the way, Benji 
learns a lot about bees and overcomes his fear. Can you 
spot Queensland’s floral emblem, the Cooktown Orchid? 

• Look at the end papers – all the materials you need to build a bee hotel can be 
found there. Talk about the tools and then the end results on the last page.

• There are lots of great discussion topics in this book: has anyone seen bees, been 
stung, eaten honey, stayed at a hotel, built something?

• Have some insect books ready to look at all the different types and talk about 
what they have common and why they are different.

• Does anyone have feeders or bird baths etc that support local wildlife or insects?

• You can discuss different types of homes for animals and people: burrows, nests, 
houses, shelter, towns.

• Talk about the different features of homes including: windows, doors, roofs, and 
construction material such as leaves, mud, bricks.

• Explore the similarities and differences: What are the things that are different 
about homes around the world and what are the same? We all need somewhere to 
sleep, to eat and to play! 

Written by 

Alison McLennanAlison McLennan
Illustrated by 

Erin DunneErin Dunne

Hotel 
Beesfor

Hotel for Bees

 � Overcoming fear 

 � Family/siblings 

 � Building/craft/construction

Themes

Talk ideas

• Demonstrate how the font shows you how to say the “buzzz” sound – the zzzzz 
sound feels funny on your tongue.

• Print is everywhere is this book – there’s a bee newspaper, a list, book titles, 
signage in the hardware shop, the label on the carton – chat about all the different 
ways that language and print are part of everyday.

• Notice all the other insects in the book! 

Read ideas

 � Bees

 � Flowers

 � Climate and the environment 
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Sing ideas

Play ideas

• This is the way 

• Johnny works with one hammer

• Five little bees

• Encourage children to design their own hotels and label the features as they talk 
about them.

• Have some honey sandwiches for morning tea.

• Find some wax and create some art with wax marks and watercolour paints.

• Magnifying glasses are great to play with – if possible, go outside and talk about 
what you find or use the books in your collection with magnifying glasses to focus 
on details.

• Provide blocks or old cardboard cartons for children to make a city or a house.

• Take pens outside with your child and get them to draw their house or the houses in 
the street. Talk about what they have drawn and write about their picture. This helps 
children understand that words have a meaning and can tell a story.

• Provide craft material for children to build an animal home or draw an animal home 
scene from bird in a forest to a dinosaur at Winton.

• Here is the beehive 

• Five busy honeybees 

Outcome 1 – Children have a strong sense  
of identity

Outcome 2 – Children are connected with 
and contribute to their world

Outcome 4 – Children are confident and 
involved learners

Outcome 5 – Children are effective 
communicators

Identity – Building a sense of security  
and trust

Connectedness – Showing respect for 
environments 

Active learning – Showing confidence and 
involvement in learning

Communicating – Exploring and expanding 
language

Early Years Learning Framework  
Learning outcomes

Queensland kindergarten learning guideline 
Learning and development area
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Koalas like to sleep in trees. Koalas like to eat gum 
leaves. They also like to try on wigs. And roll around in 
mud with pigs. You will be surprised what these koalas 
get up to!

This is a fun rhyming book featuring Queensland’s 
faunal emblem, the koala!

Koalas Like To… has all the positive features that 
children enjoy, which also support early literacy 
including rhythm, rhyme, creative language plus quirky 
humour. Bright colours and high-contrast pictures 
are also easier for babies to focus on. If they see you 
enjoying this humorous tale they’ll enjoy it too. 

Koalas Like To …

• Rhymes are a strong element of this book. Chat about rhyming words, how they 
work and see how many you can collect as you read.

• These koalas get up to silly things. Start a conversation with no rules about what an 
animal might get up to. Would a sheep go skiing? Would a kangaroo roller-skate? 
How silly can you get? 

 � Koalas

 � Koala facts

 � Creative play and imagination

Themes

Talk ideas

• Use different voices for the different characters.

• Encourage children to join in when reading the children’s rebuttal.

• Don’t skip over new words like trombones, flap or mistakes.

• Point to the images or use props if you have them. Ask children to join in miming 
playing the trombone!

• Pause before the last word in each line to let them join in or beat you to it. This 
provides support in learning words with practice and repetition. Koalas do not...
sleep in trees, try on wigs, and roll around in mud with pigs.

• Get children to join in the action, eat gum leaves! Put on wigs! Flap and fly with 
wings! Drive fast cars!

• At the end of the book, ask children what they remember about koalas. 

Read ideas



  13First 5 Forever | Stories for Little Queenslanders Story Time Kit 

Sing ideas

Play ideas

• Cuddly koalas 

• Kookaburra sits in the old gum tree

• Give me a home among the gum trees

• Share some other nonsense rhymes or try making up your own. The sillier the better 
and this supports children to be confident to play with words and enjoy exploring them.

• Encourage children to make a cubbyhouse with an old sheet, either inside or outside.

• Go on a nature walk to find different animal homes, nest, cocoon, branch.

• If you have access to gum leaves – bring some in. Chat about their smell and how 
tough they are. They would be hard to chew! 

Outcome 2 – Children are connected with 
and contribute to their world

Outcome 3 – Children have a strong sense  
of wellbeing

Outcome 4 – Children are confident and 
involved learners

Outcome 5 – Children are effective 
communicators

Connectedness – Showing respect for 
environments 

Wellbeing – Building a sense of autonomy

Active learning – Building positive 
dispositions towards learning

Communicating – Exploring and expanding 
language

Early Years Learning Framework  
Learning outcomes

Queensland kindergarten learning guideline 
Learning and development area
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Talk ideas

Matilda dreams of seeing new places and 
things, away from her ordinary life on the 
farm. But she never expected to see them by 
being washed away in a flood! Will she ever 
see the other cows again

Based on a true story of a cow’s journey down 
the Brisbane River, this is a book about finding 
courage and being brave.

The character, Matilda, is based on a real-
life cow that went down the river in the 2011 
Queensland floods and was rescued.

The book features imagery and scenes that 
show Brisbane landmarks.

This is a family story that reflects great 
themes such as bravery and courage in the 
face of adversity.

Following a story as a character goes through a 
hard time can help children feel confident that 
difficult times will pass, and things will turn 
out okay. Stories can help children prepare for 
tough times such as natural disasters, extreme 
weather and other stressful events.

It’s important for children to know it’s okay to 
talk about ‘big feelings’ like worry and sadness.

• Discuss general words about travel such as destination, voyage, adventure,  
home, exploring

• Matilda’s journey involves leaving her old home and arriving at a new place, has 
anyone ever done that?

• What are some of the ways you can travel to a different place? Train, rocket, hot air 
balloon, bicycle, scooter, camel, boat, walk or swim like Matilda?

• How do you think Matilda felt when she was washed into the river? Was she 
amazed, curious, alarmed, worried and afraid?

• What feelings have you had on a voyage? Were you excited?

• Has anyone been to a big city like Brisbane? What do you remember?

• Do you have a local river? Where is it? What is it called? Does it ever flood? 

Written by 
Pamela Rushby  

Illustrated by 
Nicola Hooper

The Cow That Swam     
Out to Sea

MATILDA

The Cow that Swam Out to Sea

 � Cows

 � Farms

 � Floods

 � Journeys and adventures 

 � Family 

 � Love 

 � Brisbane landmarks 

 � Natural disasters

Themes
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Read ideas

Sing ideas

Play ideas

• “MOO!” is displayed in special font. Talk about how you say it differently for this 
reason and get the children to join in with the Moos when they see them.

• Examine the cover title and images for clues about the story. Talk about what the 
story might be about. How does the cow look on the cover?

• Don’t skip over words like cascaded, ambled, waded, gobbled. Point to the images 
to help children make sense of them.

• Encourage children to join in some of the actions, like ambled, or try acting getting 
stuck in the icky, sticky mud.

• Old MacDonald had a farm 

• The cow that jumped over the moon (hey diddle diddle)

• Use scarves to make a river through your space – add some floating puppet animals 
or toys or build some boats to float along out of boxes.

• Pack a bag with things you might need on your trip? What would you take? Draw 
the contents or make a list.

• Draw a map of your route, label any stops or sites along the way.

• Mud is perfect for play, make some and add some washable toys in to discover, or 
use it for some mud splatter pictures like in the book or just build things with and 
talk about your creations.

Outcome 2 – Children are connected with 
and contribute to their world

Outcome 3 – Children have a strong sense  
of wellbeing

Outcome 4 – Children are confident and 
involved learners

Outcome 5 – Children are effective 
communicators

Connectedness – Showing respect for 
environments 

Wellbeing – Building a sense of autonomy

Active learning – Building positive 
dispositions towards learning

Communicating – Exploring and expanding 
language

Early Years Learning Framework  
Learning outcomes

Queensland kindergarten learning guideline 
Learning and development area
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A fun and fantastical alphabet book celebrating 
the unique animals and places of Queensland.

This is the perfect picture book to share with 
children 0–5 years in storytelling and rhyme 
time sessions..

Through clever and often absurd use of the 
literary devices alliteration and patterned 
language, this book supports the crucial 
development of language and literacy skills.

The fauna featured is found in the area that 
each letter profiles; the animals are either 
endemic or naturally occurring in the area. Flora 
are also included in a number of illustrations.

The areas selected aim to showcase each 
region of Queensland (eg city/town, country, 
coastal, forest, mountain, outback, suburban).

The actions of each alphabet animal were 
specifically selected to be acted out in a 
storytelling environment.

The effervescent, bright and busy illustrations 
will capture the hearts and imaginations of 
children while also challenging them to locate 
hidden items that start with each relevant 
alphabet letter in a look-and-find activity.

• Show the cover and talk about what the book is about.

• Ask children if they recognise any of the animals.

• What letter does their name start with? Match the letter to the child and see who 
else has that letter in their name.

• Talk about distance and speed and how long it takes to get from your place to a 
different place. Talk about time, kilometres, holdups, maps and timetables.

The Little Queenslanders’ Alphabet Book

 � Queensland places

 � Queensland animals 

 � Alphabet 

Themes

Talk ideas

 � Alliteration

 � Belonging
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Read ideas

Sing ideas

Play ideas

• Don’t skip unusual words such as admiring, frolicking and juggling. Point to the 
pictures and include actions to help children make sense of the words.

• Using the book as a guide, talk about the points of interest in your local area.

• Locate the towns and other locations on a map of Queensland. Talk about 
distances, travelling, destinations, compass and maps. Locate your town.

• Ask children to locate different elements each time you read, look for the birds or 
animals, talk about humpback whales, Ulysses butterflies or the crocodiles. What 
other creatures in the book can they name?

• Ask children their name, identify the first initial, and go to that page and talk about 
other items that start with that letter.

• Barramundi song • ABC song

• Play I spy with the images in the book – it could be a place, an animal name or a 
bird. I spy is a great letter or sound awareness game at any time.

• Make your own local environment from old cardboard boxes. Make labels for local 
shops, buildings, bus stops or train stations.

• Provide a range of colourful paints and other art supplies for children to mix their 
own colours and paint a favourite scene from their local area. Talk about the names 
of the colours they create.

• Go nature spotting, look for birds, flowers, bugs, butterflies you can name, write a 
list. Make a quick drawing of items you find and label them. 

Outcome 1 – Children have a strong sense  
of identity

Outcome 2 – Children are connected with 
and contribute to their world

Outcome 4 – Children are confident and 
involved learners

Outcome 5 – Children are effective 
communicators

Identity – Building a confident self-identity

Connectedness – Showing respect for 
environments 

Active learning – Building positive 
dispositions towards learning

Communicating – Exploring and expanding 
language

Early Years Learning Framework  
Learning outcomes

Queensland kindergarten learning guideline 
Learning and development area
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Munching, slurping and nibbling! Looking for food is 
like searching for treasure for this little fruit bat. Can 
you guess where he lives, the land he loves to roam? 

This book features an array of Queensland animals 
and fruits. The joy of eating invokes memories which 
makes this the perfect book for families to read, 
share and reminisce. It’s easy for children to identify 
the items in the text with the uncluttered and simple 
images on each page. There is some sophisticated 
language for children to enjoy and practice such as 
“slithering along the path I heard a hissing”. 

• The rhyming text in this book helps babies and children learn about words, sounds  
and language formation.

• Talk about eating words like chewing, slurping, nibbling, wolfing.

• Talk about the food that people eat and the food that animals eat and when is the same?

• What fruit have children tried. Did they like it? What are favourites?

• Talk about how some creatures in the story are big and some are little, for example 
brolgas and quolls, or a crocodile compared to a toad.

• There is a great variety of text in this book. Note the way the verbs shake, hopped,  
and dipping deep are written to illustrate what they mean.

• Roam is a tricky word. Talk about what it could mean. Talk about other similar words.

• Look at the cover of the book. What is the creature on the cover? What are they doing?

• Encourage children to join in the repeated refrain Can you guess the land I live in, the 
place I love to roam? Always pause before love to roam so they can add it themselves  
if they’re ready.

• There are lots of local fruits and animals. Ask children to name some they know.  
Point to the images and ask children to identify the brolga, quoll and dugong.

• Don’t skip over these new names, children will understand their meaning from the images.

Once I Munched a Mango

 � Animals

 � Eating 

 � Sounds 

Themes

Talk ideas

Read ideas

 � Fruits 

 � Fruit bat/flying fox
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Sing ideas

Play ideas

• Baby crocodile 

• Bats are sleeping 

• Five little gingerbread men

• Find some cookbooks and look for salads or fruit recipes. Have a look at the 
ingredients. Do they match the book?

• Find out where food comes from by growing something in the garden.

• There are lots of birds and animals in this book. Ask children if they’ve seen anywhere 
that is similar to where they live. They could draw some favourites and chat about  
what they would eat.

• Bring out some wildlife books from the shelves and have them available to borrow.

• Have a picnic, indoors or outside, real food or just pretend. Talk about the food  
you will take.

• The view at the end of the book come from binoculars. Roll up some paper and see if 
you can make your own. What can you see?

• Going on a picnic

• Two yellow mangoes 

• Ask children to join the actions and do the hissing snake, wolf watermelon, be a 
hopping toad, and the darting butterfly.

• Talk about the print for the coloured love and why it’s emphasised. Similarly the text  
for snake tells you how you should read it. Practice that one together. Make some  
noise and enjoy it!

• Make sure you mention the passionfruit on the end pages. Who do you think ate them?

Outcome 1 – Children have a strong sense  
of identity

Outcome 2 – Children are connected with 
and contribute to their world

Outcome 3 – Children have a strong sense of 
wellbeing

Outcome 5 – Children are effective 
communicators

Identity – Acting with independence and 
perseverance

Connectedness – Showing respect for 
environments 

Wellbeing – Building a sense of autonomy

Communicating – Exploring and expanding 
language

Early Years Learning Framework  
Learning outcomes

Queensland kindergarten learning guideline 
Learning and development area
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Read ideas

Meet Coloured Echidna! His quills can change to match 
all the colours of the rainbow. But all he wants is to 
look like everyone else. So Coloured Echidna goes on 
a journey to the yellow and blue mountains to find out 
why he is so colourful. Along the way, Coloured Echidna 
meets all sorts of beautiful and unique animals. Will 
Coloured Echidna also discover how special he is?

The Coloured Echidna by Indigenous author and 
Blackwater Elder, Eunice Day, is a story of self-
acceptance. Coloured Echidna makes his journey from 
sad to happy with the help of Wise Old Owl, Mother 
Emu whom he meets on the road to acceptance. The 
Indigenous artwork is bold and beautiful.

This books with help children learn about self discovery, 
standing out from the crowd and building a positive self image

• Coloured Echidna is part of a family. Who is in your family? Ask children how the 
echidna was feeling at the beginning of the book?

• Ask them to show you their happy face and their sad face and if you have mirrors 
handy, get children to examine their own expressions and see how they change.

• Talk about similarities and differences. What do we have in common and what 
makes us special?

• When you’re worried, talk about what makes you feel better and who helps you 
when you feel sad. 

EUNICE

DAY

THE COLOURED 

ECHIDNA

The Coloured Echidna

 � Colours and rainbows

 � Belonging 

 � Celebrating what make us unique 

Themes

Talk ideas

• Start with the cover and point to the images. Ask children if they know what the 
animal is?

• How do they think the pictures were made?

• Use different voices for the different animals this helps children follow the story.

• At the end of the book ask children what the story was about? What made the 
echidna so special?

• Focus on tricky words like glossy, quills, landscape.

• What creatures did the echidna meet along the way?

 � Identity 

 � Self-image and self-esteem 

 � Emotions 
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Sing ideas

Play ideas

• Red, yellow, green and blue

• There is a yellow butterfly 

• This book has wonderful painted illustrations. Provide some paint and see where 
imagination takes children after you finish sharing the story.

• Using mirrors see if you can draw your own reflection when you are happy and  
when your face looks sad. Talk about what is different with each expression.

• Look at all the shapes in the images. Cut out some similar pointed, round or long 
shapes for collaging.

• Shapes are also part of jigsaw puzzles. If you have any on hand – recognising  
shapes in jigsaws helps children to learn to recognise shapes in letters once they 
start reading.

• Provide art material for children to make their own echidna with quills and  
bright colours

• Provide material for children to draw pictures of their family.

• Baa baa little sheep 

Outcome 1 – Children have a strong sense  
of identity

Outcome 2 – Children are connected with 
and contribute to their world

Outcome 3 – Children have a strong sense  
of wellbeing

Identity – Building a confident self-identity

Connectedness – Showing respect for 
diversity

Wellbeing – Exploring ways to promote 
physical wellbeing

Early Years Learning Framework  
Learning outcomes

Queensland kindergarten learning guideline 
Learning and development area
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A joyful, funny and heartfelt tale of bedtime 
noise and adventure. But finding quiet is 
very hard, with football playing possums, 
singing bats and dancing cicadas. Will the 
family ever keep the noise down?

This book showcases an array of Australian 
animals who just won’t be quiet, making it 
the perfect book for families or any parents/
caregivers dreaming of sleep.

The book has a musical quality as the 
animals are singing and dancing their 
way through the story and the author has 
chosen musical and movement words such 
as ‘warbled’ and ‘dancing’.

Music has a positive influence on children’s 
early development. It can get them moving, 
thinking, inspires creativity and helps build 
important brain connections. Let Shoosh! 
inspire you to make your own musical fun! 

• The story has a musical quality with the animals singing, dancing and playing 
musical instruments such as the chipper young wallaby playing guitar. Has anyone 
got instruments at home? Who plays them? What other things make musical 
sounds (wind chimes, singing)? 

• What noises do each of the animals in the story make in the wild?

SHOOSH!

SIMON HOWESIMON HOWE

Shoosh!

 � Music/sounds/noise

 � Sleep and rest

 � Movement/signing/dancing

 � Loud and quiet

 � Opposites

 � Families with siblings/babies

 � Community and friendship

 � Bedtime

 � Love

Themes

Talk ideas

Read ideas

• Start with the cover and point out the line of children and the happy look on their 
faces. Talk about the word Shoosh and how holding your finger to your lips has 
meaning. Both the word and the actions mean please be quiet.

• Ask children to name some of the animals in the end papers and on the title page.
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Sing ideas

Play ideas

• Hush little baby

• Rock-a-bye baby 

• Are you sleeping 

• Make your own musical instruments, shakers with rice, bells, make drums out of 
boxes. Like in the pictures, saucepans and wooden spoons are perfect!

• Encourage your child to feel the rhythm of the music. Dance, clap, and sway  
to the sounds.

• Provide musical instruments for children to experiment with to find the words 
that describe what kind of sounds they are making (for example: loud, soft, sharp, 
twangy, strong, scratchy)

• Experiment with water in glass. Tap it with a spoon. Does it make a sound? If you 
add more water does it goes higher or lower? With three glasses filled to different 
levels you’ve got enough notes for a tune!

• Two little possums 

• As an idea you can sing things loudly 
and then make them as quiet as 
possible for a bit of “Shoosh”

• Point out the funny rhyming text such as a party of frogs/ in a pool wearing 
sunscreen and matching red togs.

• Point out the different ways the animals make noises and all the ways the children tell 
them to be quiet such as SHOOSH! and ENOUGH!

• Show how words in upper case emphasise meaning. Encourage participants to join in 
the cries for quiet like Stop messing around! and KEEP IT DOWN!

• Don’t skip over words like BANGING and BUMPING and WHOOPING and HOLLERING.

• Ask children to join in the fun of making the sounds in the book.

Outcome 1 – Children have a strong sense  
of identity

Outcome 2 – Children are connected with 
and contribute to their world

Outcome 5 – Children are effective 
communicators

Identity – Building a sense of security  
and trus

Connectedness – Showing respect for 
diversity

Communicating – Exploring literacy in 
personally meaningful ways

Early Years Learning Framework  
Learning outcomes

Queensland kindergarten learning guideline 
Learning and development area
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I like to go swimming straight after school, 
when the sun is too hot, I jump in the pool.

I swim with my dad, play tag with my friend, 
but then it appears in the deep end. 

What would you do if a monster appeared 
in the deep end?

An inspiring and powerful picture book 
about overcoming fear.

This rhyming picture book shines light on 
how a child’s irrational fears can overtake 
their imagination and interfere with their 
enjoyment of everyday activities.

The resolution demonstrates to children 
that communicating our feelings and fears 
with a trusted adult can put the world back 
into perspective.

The story reminds us all that sometimes 
things aren’t always as they seem.

The story highlights two well-known fears 
for children – the creepy crawly in the pool 
and the noise in the bath drain when the 
water is released.

Swimming pools and going swimming 
with family and friends is a quintessential 
activity for children growing up in the hot 
Queensland summer.

In the Deep End

 � Overcoming fear 

 � Swimming 

 � Courage

 � Imagination 

 � Father/son relationships 

 � Monsters 

Themes

• Who knows about pools? Has anyone seen a pool cleaner working? You might need 
to provide a picture and answer some questions.

• Who has a bath or a shower? Do the pipes in your house make noise? What do you 
think the noise is?

• What do you need to have the best bath? Toys, washers, soap?

• Has anything ever scared you? What happened?

• Talk about how the boy’s imagination turns the cleaner into a monster. Do you 
sometimes like to imagine that things are different?

Talk ideas
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Read ideas

Sing ideas

Play ideas

• There are so many fun rhymes in this book. Highlight them and practice the words 
that sound the same and see if children add them in when you pause. Have fun with 
the plug hole sound at the end. Enjoy the sounds of all the letters in ssssssshhllurp!

• Sometimes words sound like the noises they make – chat about how gurgling, 
grasping, gasping sound like the noises that the cleaner is making as well as what 
the words mean. You can practice them all together. Shiver and shake also works 
the same way.

• If you ever see a monster 

• Going on a bear hunt 

• Once I saw an octopus 

• What do monsters do?

• The boy’s imagination is a big part of this story. Get pictures of objects out of 
magazines and glue them to paper so that children can draw on them turn them into 
monsters or other creatures.

• Draw a scary monster and talk about why it’s so terrifying or if that’s upsetting – 
draw a friendly monster. Maybe the one that might live in the plug hole!

• There’s lots of water in this book. You can use plain clean water to paint outside on 
wooden surfaces or cement pathways. Once it dries you can paint the next picture 

Outcome 1 – Children have a strong sense  
of identity

Outcome 3 – Children have a strong sense  
of wellbeing

Outcome 4 – Children are confident and 
involved learners

Outcome 5 – Children are effective 
communicators

Identity – Building a sense of security  
and trust

Wellbeing – Building a sense of autonomy 

Active learning – Building positive 
dispositions towards learning 

Communicating – Exploring and expanding 
language

Early Years Learning Framework  
Learning outcomes

Queensland kindergarten learning guideline 
Learning and development area
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Shaylah is five and she has a big beautiful 
family. There are naughty little brothers, lots 
and lots of cousins, pets and more. Shaylah 
wants you to meet her people

This book is about families and the support 
they provide. It’s about all the different 
people who make up our families and the 
roles they play. Read this book to start a 
conversation about emotions and to help 
children find comfort and acceptance from 
the people closest to them

The author, Billie-Jean Taylor is a proud 
Mithaka woman and the illustrator is her 
five-year-old daughter Shaylah Dodd. This 
story is shared from a child’s perspective, 
and children will be inspired by seeing 
Shaylah’s art being valued as illustrations in 
this tale of family

• What does the title My People suggest to you?

• Who are your people?

• The illustrations are done by a 5-year-old girl. The story is told from her perspective. 
How do the illustrations demonstrate this?

• Have you got a special name for the people in your family like Nona or Granny? 
What’s your special name?

• Look at the illustrations. Talk about how Shaylah feels about her family

• Nannie Rose gives Shaylah a hug when she is sad. What does your family do when 
you’re sad?

• How many people are in your family? How can you find out about your family 
history? Have you got photos, videos, letters?

• The people in this family like dancing, yabbying, and being a ninja! What does  
your family like to do?

• Families can be made up of lots of different people. Who is in your family?  
What makes it special?  

My People 

 � Family

 � Relationships

Themes

Talk ideas

 � Emotions 

 � Indigenous culture



  27First 5 Forever | Stories for Little Queenslanders Story Time Kit 

Read ideas

Sing ideas

Play ideas

• Start with the cover and the hand prints. What do the illustrations and the colour of 
the cover tell you about the author?

• Ask children what the book My People might be about.

• Stop and talk about the Aboriginal word noondungs (dogs). Discuss other 
Aboriginal words, phrases or symbols in the book? (Mithaka woman, One mob, one 
land and the Aboriginal flag)

• Explain the meaning of words and phrases like naughty, growling, yabbying and 
shake-a-leg.

• At the end of the book, talk about all the words you can use to describe how 
Shaylah’s family makes her feel. Share some words about your family  

• There were five in the bed 

• Bingo

• Provide a range of dress up items and encourage children to dress like a family 
member. Talk about who they have chosen and what they are wearing.

• Provide a range of old magazines, photos and other craft material and encourage 
children to create families – chat about who is who and add some labels with names.

• Provide old cardboard boxes, or cubby making materials to build a home for a family. 
What things do you need to make a home?

• This book values and highlights children’s art. Encourage children to tell their own 
stories and illustrate them 

• Five little ducks 

• If you’re happy and you know it 

Outcome 1 – Children have a strong sense  
of identity

Outcome 2 – Children are connected with 
and contribute to their world

Outcome 5 – Children are effective 
communicators

Identity – Building a confident self-identity

Connectedness – Showing respect for 
diversity 

Communicating – Exploring literacy in 
personally meaningful ways

Early Years Learning Framework  
Learning outcomes

Queensland kindergarten learning guideline 
Learning and development area
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